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Company Profile 

Sunpare Minerals (registered trading name Yordanos Melaku Belayneh) is an exporter and supplier of 

precious and semi-precious gemstones, industrial minerals, metallic minerals and construction minerals. 

The company was established in 2023 and is based in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. The company was founded 

by Yordanos Melaku, who has over 12 years of experience in the mining sector, working for international 

companies in both technical and managerial roles. 

Ethiopia has many varieties of high quality gemstones, including opals, emeralds, sapphires, amazonite, 

amber, rubies, tourmaline, aquamarine, chrysoprase, peridot, as well as various types of quartz, agate and 

jasper. In recent years, Ethiopia has also become a major producer of opal, sapphire and emerald. 

Our company can supply rough and Semi-finished Ethiopian quality gems, industrial minerals, metallic 

minerals and construction materials in fair and competitive price. All the minerals we supply are inspected 

and verified by professionals and well experienced geologists. Also, all our minerals that we export are 

further inspected and grades gets approval from the Ethiopian Ministry of Mines before the minerals are 

exported out of the country.  

 Some of the gemstones we export briefly described as below:  

Emerald 

 

Ethiopia's known emerald deposits are located in 

the Sebu Boru district of the Oromia region in 

southern Ethiopia, where the rural villages of 

Kenticha and Dermi host particularly high quality 

deposits. The Sebu Boru emeralds were first 

discovered in August 2016 by artisanal miners 

looking for tantalum, and these new discoveries 

are comparable to the Colombian emeralds in 

terms of hue and quality.

Sapphires  

Sapphires have been mined artisanally for many 

years in northern Ethiopia, Tigray, particularly 

around the town of Chila. There are three 

known types of sapphire in Ethiopia. Blue Star 

Sapphire, Fancy Sapphire and Colour Changing 

Sapphire. Blue Star Sapphire, Fancy Sapphire 

are common, but 'colour changing' sapphires 

are found in the areas around Chila. These 

colour-changing gemstones feature a blue, star 

and green series and can be classified as either 

'High-Fe' sapphire or 'Low-Fe' sapphire and are 

formed by magmatic and metamorphic 
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processes. Ethiopia also produces the rare and 

coveted pink sapphires known as 

'padparadscha'.

 

Opals 

Shewa and Mezezo Opal 

 

Shewa and Mezezo opals were discovered in 

1980s on the highland plateau located in the 

central Shewa province of Ethiopia, 2,500 to 

3,299 meters a.s.l. covering a large area of 100 

to 200 square km. This is a variable opal, 

including stones with chocolate, honey and fire 

colors and qualities. 
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Welo opal

The Welo opal was first discovered in 2008 in 

Northern Ethiopia, Amhara region. The opal 

mines extend from Welo and Gonder zones over 

400 square km. Welo opal is mined 2,500 meters 

a.s.l. Welo opals have play of colors of 

multicolor, yellow, green reddish brown with 

orange, reddish brown, and brown precious opal 

with unique nature body color/multicolor. 
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Black opal  

 

Ethiopia’s most recently identified deposit, Black 

opal was discovered in 2013 at the Stayish mine 

just 100 km from the famous and historic town 

of Lalibela in northern Ethiopia, it is also called 

Lalibela opal. Mined in a distinct opal-bearing 

layer in a mountainous area of around 3,000 

meters in altitude, the general body tone of the 

rock is dark in color, hence the name ‘black’ opal. 

But the opal itself has a vivid play-of-color 

multicolor, yellow, green reddish brown with 

orange, reddish brown, precious brown opal 

with unique nature/dark body color/ visual multi 

color. 

Afar Opal

The Afar opal is commonly fiery, with minor 

opalescence and a distinctive character. It was 

discovered as recently as 2010 in the Afar 

Regional State, in northern Ethiopia. Artisanal 

and small-scale mining of Afar opals currently 

takes place in Ethiopia. Afar opals appear to be 

with nodules of a reddish brown with orange, 

reddish brown, or “chocolate” brown precious 

opal inside-greater with unique nature/ multi 

color/ visual multi color. 
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Procedures of trade and shipment 

It is mandatory to sign a purchase agreement before executing any mineral purchase with our company. 

After signing a purchase agreement, our company will proceed to process all the necessary paperwork 

and approvals from the Ethiopian Ministry of Mines and Customs Commission for the export of the 

minerals. The client will then be required to pay a 30% deposit into our company's bank account. At the 

time of loading the minerals, the client is required to pay 40% of the total payment and at the time of 

receiving the minerals, the client is expected to pay the remaining 30%. It is the Seller's responsibility to 

arrange export clearance, freight charges and any local duties and taxes. However, it would be the 

customer's own responsibility to arrange import clearance, taxes and import duties at destination. Our 

company uses trusted shipping partners such as DHL, FedEx and UPS to export gemstones around the 

world. And we use sea transport for bulk industrial and metallic minerals. Below prices may be affected 

by 5 to 10% depending on destination. 

Minerals price list 

No. 

Minerals 

Grade 
Qty/ 

month Price  Gemstone  

1 

Opal Welo-Delanta 

1 50 kg 5 USD/gm 

2 20 kg 3 USD/gm 

Shewa   5 Kg 3 USD/gm 

2 Emerald 

1 400 gm 500 USD/ gm 

2 500 gm 250 USD/ gm 

3 Sapphire 

1 200 gm 1000 USD/gm 

2 200 gm 500 USD/ gm 

4 Ruby 3   20 USD/gm 

5 Morganite 

1 200 gm 2000 USD/gm 

2 800 gm 1000 USD/gm 

6 Toumaline 

1 1000 gm 10 USD/gm 

2 3000 gm 5 USD/gm 

7 Aquamarine 

1 500 gm 80 USD/gm 

2 1000 gm 30 USD/gm 

8 Citrine     7 USD/gm 

9 Peridot     6 USD/gm 

10 Jasper     30 USD/kg 

Industrial and Metallic       

1 Lithium 2% - 3% 2000 ton 1200 USD/ton 

2 Chromite 40% 200 ton 500 USD/ton 

3 Nickel 1.50%  2000 ton 200 USD/ton 

4 Industrial quartz   1000 ton 450 USD/ton 

* All gemstone prices are rough gemstone prices. 
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Business registration documents 
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